The RamGram

Award Winning Newsletter of Robinson Secondary PTSA March 2009

President’s Message

As you may have read, the proposed FCPS budget cuts will affect Robinson next year.
However, we have a choice. We can play the victim, or we can empower ourselves by
communicating our needs to the school board and the Board of Supervisors, developing a
parent-teacher-administrator work plan for our school, and then work hard to supplement the
services that had to be reduced or were no longer provided.

At the PTSA Membership Meeting in January, parents voted that the following were their
concerns that they wanted me to bring to the school board’s FCPS public hearing:

e maintain class size

¢ no elimination of freshmen sports

¢ no further reduction in middle school and high school counselors and social workers.

The School Board Budget going forward to the Board of Supervisors maintains class size,
maintains freshman sports and does not include any reduction to middle school and high school
counselors and/or social workers. But remember even though the School Board budget included
all of the points we were determined to keep, those saves in services will mean nothing if the
Board of Supervisors does not increase the tax rate by 8 cents.

We must lobby the Board of Supervisors to increase the tax rate to cover the overall county
revenue shortfall that has occurred due to the nature of the economy.

If you have heard me speak, you know that | advocated for additional central office cuts and
“out-of-the box” thinking of additional ways to increase revenue. Why? Because a well managed
system must have a balance of cuts and increased sources of revenue to be solvent.

The School System staff and board listened to the parents and made additional cuts to central
office operations and recommended different revenue options; all of these are necessary actions
before direct services to children can or should be touched. As your PTSA President, | believe
this School Board budget-as it was presented to the Board of Supervisors-maintains the integrity
of our educational system while addressing the challenged economy and the continuing influx of
additional children into our school system.

Hence, | am recommending that we contact our Board of Supervisors members to raise the tax
rate by 8 cents. Homeowners will still receive a deduction in their tax bill next year and quality
county sehrvices will still be able to continue. The Board of Supervisors sets the tax rate on
March 9™,

JOIN PTSA TODAY February ¢ Robinson PTSA Newsletter ¢ 1 ¢ JOIN PTSA TODAY
James W. Robinson Secondary ¢ 5035 Sideburn Road ¢ Fairfax VA 22030



So please, contact the individuals below prior to March 9™.

o Board of Supervisors, Chairman, Sharon Bulova, 703-324-2321,
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/gov/bos/cforms/bc_feedback.asp,

o Braddock Supervisor John Cook, 703-425-9300, braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

o and/or Springfield Supervisor Pat Herrity, 703-451-8873,
springfield@fairfaxcounty.gov

Tell them you would like the Board of Supervisors to set the residential tax rate 8 cents higher.
Please note if the tax rate is not increased, the current school system budget will NOT be
funded. Additional cuts will directly affect your child. Please remember that if the tax rate is
not increased, the county cannot transfer the requested funding to the school system. If, after
the rate is set, the Board of Supervisors wanted to ensure that certain educational, public safety
or social services programs were funded at the levels requested, they would not be able to do
so.

Without an increased tax rate, we will see in the 2010-2011 school year:

Larger classes

No freshman sports

Decrease in instructional assistants

Elimination of a number of assistant principals and many School Resource Officers
(SROs) from middle schools.

So call and write your supervisor now! Communicating with the Chairman and the supervisors
(listed above) can make a difference.

Let us join together to continue to provide a strong education that every Robinson student
deserves.

If we don’t speak up and look out for our own children, how can we expect
someone else to?

- Terry Matlaga Bell, Robinson PTSA President
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Calendar Year 2010 Robinson Secondary School PTSA Meeting Schedule as of 2/25/10
Meetings begin at 7:00 PM.

Monday, March 15, 2010
Board Meeting, Principal’s Conference Room

Monday, April 19, 2010
Board Meeting, Principal’'s Conference Room

Monday, May 17, 2010
General Membership Meeting/Program, Gold Cafeteria

Monday, June 7, 2010
General Membership Meeting, Hallway in Front of the Principal’'s Conference Room

Questions about an upcoming meeting? Contact Terry Matlaga Bell at tmatlaga@yahoo.com.

PTSA 2010-2011 Nominating Committee Formed

Get involved with Robinson.

If you are interested in being a candidate for the 2010-2011 School Year President, 1% Vice-President -
Administration, 2" Vice-President- Programs, Secretary, or Treasurer, please contact Karen Floyd at
kfloyd@rcn.com and attend the PTSA Board Meeting on Monday, March 15th at 7 PM in Principal
Meier's Conference Room. .

The Robinson PTSA will have a number of parents whose last child will be graduating from Robinson in
June and will not serve next year on the Board. The PTSA is also looking for self-motivated volunteers to
head many committees.

We have many positions that will need to be filled. If you are interested, contact Karen Floyd and come to
the March 15™ meeting to know more about the Board. Listed are just a few committee positions that will
be available. :

Volunteers
Membership

School Funding

High School Education
Fundraising

Public Relations
Legislative

OO0OO0OO0O0OO0O0

PTSA is a great way to be involved and make a difference for the children of the school.
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PTSA SPRING HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAMS

"The Bong Show"
March 24, 2010 at 7pm in Davala Hall

This 2 hour long ADULTS ONLY program will be led by Sam Wagner, CSAC from Fairfax
County's Alcohol and Drug Services and our own Alcohol and Drug Counselor. Sam and the
Fairfax County Police will discuss various drugs and alcohol in our community and include live
examples and the paraphernalia that goes along with them. Do you know what the latest drugs
look like and how they are being distributed? Can you identify all the different items that are
being used to smoke marijuana, heroin, cocaine and more? This night is a must for all parents!
Walk away with amazing facts and accurate knowledge that can help you protect your family.
**This program is for adults only as there will be real drugs and paraphernalia on display -
no one under age will be allowed.**

"Saturday Night in the Suburbs”
April 7, 2010 at 7pm in the Russell Theatre Auditorium

This "Parents Only" evening is presented by the Robinson PTSA in cooperation with the
Robinson Community Coalition and will give you quite the education! You will never forget
the information you will learn here. This program features a full panel of students, police and
counselors who will tell you what is "really" going on in our community every weekend during the
school year and every night during vacations. The panel of speakers will be brutally honest and
tell you details of parties, "sleepovers”, skip days and more. Find out what the kids in our
community are really doing during their nights out when you think they are sleeping over at
friends' homes, at the movies, going to dinner, and more. This program, when held at West
Springfield in 2009, was one of the decade's best! Come and find out the truths of life as a teen.
**This event, due to anonymity and subject matter, is Adults only, no one under age will
be admitted.**

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM ROBINSON SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Dear Parent:

Fairfax County Public Schools has contracted with Infinity Business Group, Inc. (a debt collection agency)
to collect on all dishonored checks presented to Robinson Secondary School. This program goes into
effect on Friday, January 22, 2010. Any checks presented for payment that are dishonored will be sent
directly to Infinity Business Group for collection (this includes the Robinson Secondary School Athletic
Boosters). We regret having to take this necessary step but we no longer have the resources to
continue to try and collect on dishonored checks.

WHEN YOU PROVIDE A CHECK AS PAYMENT, YOU AUTHORIZE US TO USE INFORMATION
FROM THE CHECK TO MAKE A ONE-TIME ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER FROM YOUR
ACCOUNT, OR TO PROCESS THE PAYMENT AS A CHECK TRANSACTION. YOU AUTHORIZE US
TO COLLECT A FEE ($35) (plus a bank service fee of $25) THROUGH ELECTRONIC FUND
TRANSFER FROM YOUR ACCOUNT |E YOUR PAYMENT IS RETURNED UNPAID.
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Who makes Robinson special for you?

Is there an individual whose enthusiasm, kindness or caring
attitude has made it more pleasant here at Robinson?
Who are the people who make you feel respected and

welcomed? Who do you feel most comfortable approaching?

Who has done something special to bring people together?

Let their Achievements Be Recognized

Nominate them for the

2010 PTSA’s People’s Choice
Awards

APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO
SUB
THURSDAY, MARCH 25th at 3:00 PM

Rules and General Information

All members of the Robinson community may submit nominations or be nominated. This includes students,
teachers, aides, counselors, secretaries, coaches, cafeteria staff, principals, school bus drivers, parents,
custodians, librarians, sponsors, etc.

Items to note:

Previous award recipients are ineligible to be nominated again.
= Nominations may NOT be made by a family member.

Forms are available in:

= Each sub-school, The Main Office, The Administrative Office, and
= The PTSA website (www.robinsonptsa.orq).

Winners will be notified in writing and invited-together with their nominators, family and colleagues-to
attend an award presentation to be held after school in mid-to-late April. For more information please
contact: Terry Matlaga Bell, PTSA President, tmatlaga@yahoo.com, (703) 802-1496
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e | 2010 People’s Choice Awards
P7SA "

. . Sponsored by
ceychildonevoice. | Robinson Secondary School PTSA

Name of Nominee

Role in school or community
(e.g. teacher, student, principal, coach, etc.)

Phone/Email of Nominee

Nominated by

Phone E-Mail

Relationship to Nominee

Describe how this nominee has actively promoted positive human relations at Robinson. Please be
specific. What impact has this person had on you or others? How did their actions benefit you and/or the
school community? (Additional pages may be used.)

If you know of anyone else who may be interested in supporting this nominee, please encourage them to
submit an additional nomination form.

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS 3:00 PM, THURSDAY, March 25, 2010
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Robinson High School Class of 2010
All Night Graduation Parly Fund Raiser

Annual Mulch Sale
Saturday-March 20th. 2010-Orders Due By March 12, 2010

Mulch type Price/Bag | Quantity Total
Double Shredded Hardwood (3cut. Bag) 54.75
Color Enhanced Hardwood (Black) Guneag | 7
Pine Bark Mini Nuggets (3cus. Bag) 55.25
Double Shredded Cedar {3cutt Bag) 55.50

Donation - s your

Total

(Flagse make pour check payabis lo Fobinsoa ANGF Mulch Sals)
Remit toc 10342 Steambeat Landing Lane, Burkes, VA 22015
Contact infoc angprvdchaale @ gmiazd com

We will gladly deliver orders of $70.00 or more for no additional charge!
Pleace fill out the following information for delivery o your drivewsy:

Last Mame- First Mame-
Email: Call Phone:
Street Address:

Subdraision & Special Direchions:

For orders under $70.00, we will gladly load you vehicle with your order at Robinson from S8ame-1pm
The Cissx of 2010 and Pair parents Thank You vy much for making i possive B our Seiods 1o colsbvads their gradisbinn Saibfy.
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Robinson Class of MMX(that's 2010!) All Night Grad Party
Let's get eXcited! June 17, 2010

Ticket Order Form

All Night Grad Party (ANGP 2010) is in the works, Seniors! Every year a special party is held for the graduating
class. The event is eXtremely fun and a celebration of your Robinson years. Food, games, casino, DJ and
dancing, prizes, tattoo artists, will be featured and MUCH MORE! The event is the night of graduation and will run
from 11 PM until 4 AM.
YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS THIS!!!

Right now the price per ticket is $80. As of May 1, the price increases to $90. BUY NOW AND SAVE!
Fill out the form and include your check made out to Robinson ANGP 2010 and mail it in right now!

Questions? Email patsydupre@aol.com or pskckbrown@cox.net

Student Name (PRINT PLEASE!)

1. ANGP Ticket (Order now and pay only $80)

2. Additional Donation (i.e. may help pay for the ticket of another
student) ANGP is a 501(c) (3)

3. Raffle Tickets ($10 per chance)

@ B & &

TOTAL

All Night Graduation Party 2010

I understand that participation in this activity involves public property, and neither the All Night Graduation Party
(ANGP) Committee nor its parent volunteers will have any responsibility for the condition or use of this property. |
have been made aware of the purpose of this activity and the variety of events, to include swimming, to which my
student may participate. | agree that, to the best of my knowledge, my child is physically able to safely participate in
the ANGP activities. | understand that | can contact the ANGP to have all my questions concerning this activity
answered.

Please print neatly!

Student Signature
Student Cell

Print Parent/Guardian Name
Parent/Guardian Signature
Parent/GuardianAddress
Parent/Guardian EMAIL Address

| am interested in volunteering. (circle one) YES NO
Home Phone Parent Cell

Make $80 Check out to Robinson ANGP
Mail to
ANGP 2010
P.O. Box 424
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
An admission packet will be issued to students at Check-In the night of the party. A list of students that have paid
will be maintained and can be found on our website, www.angp2010.org

*»**GMU Front Row Seat Raffle***

Try for your chance to be one of the 4 winners. Each winner will receive 8 RESERVED front row seats at
George Mason University the night of graduation. Raffle tickets are $ 10 per chance.

Name: # of Chances: @ $10 each = (Add to #3 above)
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FAIRFAX ACADEMY NEWS

FAIRFAX ACADEMY --Q and A

Q: How are Fairfax Academy classes different from other electives?
A: First, they are 2 credits each and meet for 90 minutes every day. Second, the career based
electives are just that — they incorporate skills, projects, and experiences designed to prepare students
for entry level jobs in the field. HOWEVER, typically 97% of Fairfax Academy students go on to college
before stepping into the profession. Third, in Chinese & Korean classes, students earn the equivalent of
2 years of language credit in one year, so the pace of learning is intense, but reinforced by meeting every
day.

Q: Can | take AP courses and still take an Academy class?

A: YES! Many Fairfax Academy students take one or more AP or IB classes.....some as many as 5 or
more. Students with a passion for studying one of the fields offered at the Academy find ways to meet all
of their academic obligations and still take an Academy class — some even take an on-line course,
summer course or college credit course to make room in their schedule for an Academy course. Time
management is the key to successfully taking a challenging Academy class along with demanding AP/IB
classes.

Q: Will it be a waste of time if | take a Fairfax Academy class and then decide NOT to pursue that
field beyond high school?

A: NO! Beyond learning the specific knowledge and skill sets unique to each class, Fairfax Academy
students have an opportunity to learn ‘life skills’ that employers in any profession will value — things like
leadership skills, creativity & innovation, time management skills, problem-solving, global awareness and
communication, technical literacy, and entrepreneurship. These 'life skills’ are embedded in project
assignments, special programs, and opportunities to interact with professionals.

VISIT A FAIRFAX ACADEMY CLASS!

Are you curious about what goes on in an Academy class? Ask your school counselor to arrange a
visit. Interested students are welcome to pre-arrange a visit for TUESDAYS or WEDNESDAYS through
the end of March. Visiting in person during class time is a great way to tell if the class will meet your
expectations.

Can’t come to visit a class during the day? Students and families are invited to attend the Fairfax
Academy Info Night, Thursday, March 4, 7:30 — 9:00 pm in the FHS Auditorium.

Fairfax Academy offers NINE different classes: Chinese, Dance, Fashion Design, Korean, Music &
Computer Technology, Professional Graphics Studio, Professional Musical Theatre & Actor’s Studio,
Professional Photography Studio, and Professional Television Production

APPLY NOW FOR NEXT YEAR'S ACADEMY CLASSES!

Applications for the 2010-11 school year are being accepted through March 26.
Auditions will be Saturday, April 17

See your school counselor right away for more information!
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ACADEMY ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to the following Fairfax Academy Students!

Skills USA District Competition (All winners will go to State Competition in April)
ADVERTISING DESIGN: Miguel Sorino (1%), Kat Kaar (2"), Jessica Sussman (3™
PHOTOGRAPHY: Taylor Pittman (1%), Yasmina Karrakchou (2", Elissa Byun (3™
TV PRODUCTION (Live): Team of Michael Potter & Manuel Lavalle (2"

FCCLA District Stars Competition (Winner goes to State Competition in April)
FASHION DESIGN: Meredith Buck — Gold Star Rating

Reflections PTSA Arts Competition, Region 7 winners
MUSIC COMPOSITION: Meredith Buck, Michael Frank

Scholastic Arts Regional Awards
DESIGN: Jason Pyo, Silver Key
FILM & ANIMATION: Ramez Hashlamon, Silver Key; Joe Montoya, Silver Key

Fairfax Academy Info Night
Thursday, March 4
7:30 -9 pm
FHS Auditorium

(SNOW DATE: TUESDAY, MARCH 9)

Parents & Students interested in Fairfax Academy classes should definitely plan to attend this
event. It's a great opportunity to meet Academy teachers and students, view student work, and
learn first-hand about Academy classes!
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THE VIEW FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

It is so good to be able to see grass emerging from under the tons of snow around our
neighborhoods! While it was beautiful to look at, the snow certainly has thrown a lot of things
out of kilter for the schools. At this point, there is no definitive answer on how we will be making
up snow days, but by the time this is printed, you will probably have those details. The missed
days have slowed down our students from registering for next year’s classes. Our counselors
are very busy trying to make up for the lost time. We had an evening coffee planned for parents
to come and receive information about the process for rising 8" and 9" grade students, but it
was canceled because of the snow. With Robinson being such a busy place, we are unable to
find an evening time for rescheduling this meeting, but we are going to offer a morning coffee for
those who can work it into their schedules to attend.

Monday morning, March 15 at 7:45, we will meet parents in Davala Hall.
If you can’t attend but would like to have some guidance as you review the course offerings with
your student, please contact your student’s counselor for assistance.

MS FUNDRAISING UPDATE: With your generous support of previous years’ Magazine
fundraising efforts, technology (SMART boards, LCD projectors, digital cameras), fithess room
equipment, and a variety of student activities were funded to supplement your child’s
educational experience. Due to popular request, the Magazine Drive as the sole fundraiser
was eliminated as families were finding it difficult to continue to support due to the focus on
selling to earn prizes and the perceived need for students to go “door to door”. This school year
we are hoping to secure one time donation to replace the selling of magazines. We are hoping
to expand our technology by purchasing additional SMART BOARDS for our classrooms (touch
screen white boards that display the computer screen for audience) and to provide additional
experience opportunities for our students. We are hoping that, despite our tough economic
times, families will commit to sending a one-time donation! Through your efforts, we have
currently raised approximately $8, 000. Thank you to those who have already contributed!
However, that amount is less than one-half the total of last year’s net profits from the Magazine
Drive.

Just think....... if each student had $10 donated toward our goal, we could easily raise $13,000
additional dollars (5 + smart boards). If each family could contribute a one-time $30 donation,
we could easily raise more than $35,000 matching our best performing Magazine Drive year.
WOW! A one -time $50 dollar donation would net nearly $70, 000. Please keep in mind that
many employers have a “matching contribution” plan in which donations up to a certain amount
will be matched. As Robinson is a qualifying 501c (3) institution, all donations are 100% tax
deductible. Your donation can be made by cash or check payable to: Robinson Middle
School. Please note on the envelope, attention: Keith Hall. Each donation receives an
acknowledgment letter for your recordkeeping convenience. Please help us to match or
surpass our fundraising efforts by sending off a donation today!

Congratulations to Freddie Rappina, our Middle School Resource Officer from the Fairfax
County Police Department for being named Officer of the Quarter for the West Springfield
District! Officer Rappina was chosen for this honor by the Citizen Advisory Council.
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(Middle School —Cont.)

Did you know that the 2009 Sentry is on both journalism associations’ lists for winning their top
awards? You don’t want to miss out on this outstanding publication!

New lists have gone up in the subschools by the team classrooms of all the students who have
already purchased a 2010 yearbook. If a student’s name is not on the list, they have not yet
purchased a book. They can still do so by getting an order form online from the Robinson
website under publications or pick one up in either subschool office or A223. Return the form
with a check to the attention of Pat Hinman in SS7. Any questions? Feel free to call Mrs. Hinman
at 703-426-6848.

Our middle school art department has been busy this year. The Robinson winners of the Safe
and Drug-Free Youth (SDFY) bookmark contest have been selected. They are: Alison Lee,
grade 7; and first runner-up Min Ji Kim, grade 8. Both Alison and Min Ji are members of the
Afterschool Art Open Studio Club. These winners have advanced to the county-wide judging.
The Clifton Lions Club honored Annie Polkinghorne, grade 7, at their December meeting held at
the railroad museum in Fairfax Station. Annie’s poster on “The Power of Peace” was the winning
Robinson entry, and will represent the Clifton Lions in the Virginia state contest! Annie received
a plaque and a check for $50.00 from the Lions. Eleanor Barto, grade 8, received recognition as
a part of the county wide Scholastic Art program. Congratulations to each of them for these
honors!

After School Program Update

Congratulations to the cast and crew of Annie, Directors Ms. Hard and Mrs. Burakow, and the
many high school drama student volunteers for an outstanding musical production that was
enjoyed by many in our community.

Additional competitions and performances this spring...

e TSA - Mr. Snyder, one of our technology educators, has worked hard with students after
school in preparation for the regional Technology Student Association (TSA) competition
scheduled for Saturday, March 6.

e Dance Team - The middle school dance team will compete in the Northern Regional
South County Dance Invitational on Saturday, March 20 under the direction of Coach
Chappell.

e Science Olympiad - The middle school Science Olympiad team will compete at George
Washington University on Saturday, March 27 in numerous regional events. These
students have been working with science teacher, Mr. Lindgren, after school on
Wednesdays to prepare for this event.

Good luck Rams!
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(Middle School — After School Cont.)

Students continue to enjoy participating in service-learning projects, fithess programs,
enrichment opportunities, and/or receiving academic support from a teacher or tutor during the
after school program period. New programs this spring include our final session of the Red
Cross Babysitter training course, a track program, and various sport clinics sponsored by our
high school coaching staff.

Please encourage your student to access after school activity schedules and announcements on
24-7 to stay updated on new offerings and current facility use. The Ramblast, our weekly
newsletter and activity schedule, is posted on the website and on 24-7 in PDF format.

Questions should be directed to Mary Aunon at mfaunon@fcps.edu or by calling 703-426-2339.

Please note: Although monitored weekly, we anticipate limited use of the field house after
school due to high school athletic team use of the space. The fields are too wet to utilize as of
this date.

Middle School Guidance News

March SOL testing: On March 2 and 3, all students in grade eight in the Fairfax County Public
Schools will be taking the Standards of Learning (SOL) Writing Tests. The multiple-choice
portion of the Writing test will be administered on Tuesday, March 2, and the direct writing
portion of the Writing test will be administered on Wednesday, March 3. Please avoid
appointments that may take your child out of school during this time period. Also, it will help
your child perform his or her best if he or she has had a good night’s rest, a healthy breakfast
and comes to school with a positive attitude.

Additional 7" and 8™ grade SOL testing will be from May 24 — May 28, the week before
Memorial Day weekend. Please mark your calendars. At that time, all g grade students will
take an SOL test for each of their academic classes; 7" grade students will take SOL tests for
English, History and Math.

Counselors are in the process of helping students fill out Course Selection Sheets for next year.
Rising 9™ grade students should be bringing you a CD containing the high school Course
Offering Booklet. In addition to descriptions of courses, there is information on diploma types
and other important information. This information is also on the Robinson homepage under
Student Services. The Rising 8" grade students have a gold Course Offering Booklet,
Recommendation Sheet and a Course Selection Sheet. Please discuss choices for course
selection, sign the Course Selection Sheet, and have your student return it to the Science
classroom. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s counselor.

Due to snow days, 3" quarter interims will be mailed to parents on Friday, March 12. 3" quarter
ends on April 9 and 3" quarter report cards will be mailed to parents on Friday, April 16.
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CIVICS SEAL

Attention parents of seniors! Is your child eligible for the Civics Seal? In spring 2003 the Virginia Board
of Education established the Excellence in Civics Education Diploma Seal program as a way to
recognize and honor students in Virginia public schools who had a passion for and devotion to the social
studies. This added recognition on your child’s graduation diploma is one that many students qualify for,
and we want to enlist your help.
Students can receive this seal if they meet the following requirements:

1) Satisfy the requirement to earn a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma; AND

2) Complete Virginia and United States History and Virginia and United States Government courses
with a grade of “B” or higher; AND

3) Complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular activities.
Activities that would count include:

a) Volunteering for a charitable or religious organization that provides services to the poor, sick or
less fortunate

b) Participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or similar youth organizations
c) Participating in JROTC

d) Participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State, Girls State, or
Model General Assembly

e) Participating in school-sponsored extracurricular activities that have a civics focus.

Any student who enlists in the United States military prior to graduation will be deemed to have
met this community service requirement AND

4) Have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions as determined by local school board policies.

If your child is eligible, please have him/her talk to his/her current 12" grade social studies teacher. These
teachers have the application available on their Blackboard websites.

Questions/concerns? Please feel free to email Eileen Noonan (epnoonan@fcps.edu).
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Robinson Theatre News

Robinson High School Presents its Spring Musical “The Boy Friend”

April 29, 30, May 1, 7, 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at www.RobinsonDrama.org

“The Boy Friend,” by Sandy Wilson, is a delightful Musical Comedy which takes place
at a British girls’ finishing school in the 1920’s, on the French Riviera. It was written
in the 1950’s, and marked Julie Andrews’ American stage debut. It has catchy music,
humor, fun period costumes and dances. Don’t miss this performance by the talented,
Cappie award winning program which brought you “Fiddler on the Roof” last year!

Robinson Art Show
Save the date: Aptil 22, 2010 7:30am-8:00pm

If you have a student enrolled in an art class they will be part of the show
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Robinson Librarians Team Up with ESOL Teachers and Assessment Coach
to Complete Testing and Teach Research Skills

For two days in February, following the snow-induced break, the Robinson Library collaborated
in a successful new initiative with Robinson’s ESOL Department (English for Speakers of Other
Languages). These teachers are required to conduct one-on-one oral testing with their students,
who total nearly 100 and who have varying levels of English proficiency. In order to complete
these tests efficiently and effectively in a quiet environment, a portion of the Robinson library
was transformed into a collection of separate testing stations, while the rest of the library and
computer lab were used to carry out research instruction with the ESOL students who were not
in testing. All of the test coordination was directed by Sheri Masich with the help of Terry
Crawford.

In this win-win situation, the ESOL teachers were delighted to accomplish this important testing
in such a finite period of time and the librarians were thrilled to welcome this group of students to
the library and to have this opportunity to introduce research skills to them over several class
periods.

Depending on their level of English proficiency, the students learned print and electronic
research skills relevant to a variety of academic projects. Certain students in Mr. Olmes’ and Ms.
Spooner’s classes initiated inventor biography and World War Il research projects, while
students in Ms. Spitler’s classes conducted research on forests and animal adaption and Ms.
Lopatin’s classes explored topics related to American westward expansion and King Tut. Others
used data bases to explore cultural facts about their country of origin.

By the end of the second day, all students had completed the oral portion of their testing and
had attended several library research classes led by one of Robinson’s four librarians. ESOL
department chair, Barbara Lopatin, praised the success and efficiency of this testing
arrangement and reported that other county ESOL programs were struggling to complete their
testing during teacher planning periods. Robinson’s librarians also expressed satisfaction with
this collaborative effort and feel a greater connection with this group of students.

By Sue Bloom,

Practicum Student from Catholic
University’s School for Information
and Library Science
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Robinson Band and Orchestra Parents Organization (RBOPO)

District Band

Congratulations to all the Robinson band students who participated in the District 11
District Band concert on February 4. It was a snowy and short event but a fabulous
concert! Good luck to the students auditioning on February 27 for the All — Virginia Band
and Orchestra event. All the names are posted on the website www.robinsonband.org.

Jazz Band

You have another chance to enjoy a fun evening of Jazz! Sweets and Swings has been
rescheduled to March 25! The Robinson Middle and High School Student Jazz musicians
will perform a wonderful assortment of jazz classics and contemporary tunes, while the
audience enjoys plenty of delicious home-made desserts. Join them at 7PM in the Gold
Cafeteria.

Festivals are Here!l

March is the season of Band and Orchestra Festivals. Pre-Festival Concerts are held in
Russell Theatre to prepare for the festival events, which are performances played for
evaluations and ratings by judges. All of these performances are open to audiences.
Come enjoy the exciting music! The schedule is as follows:

March 2 MS Pre — Festival Concert

March 6 MS Band Festival at Lake Braddock
March 9,10 HS Pre-Festival Concerts

March 12 — 14 HS Band Festival at Westfield
March 16 Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert
March 18 — 20 Orchestra Festival at Westfield

Myrtle Beach Trip

Preparations for the 2010 Band and Orchestra spring trip to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
are in full swing! Details and itinerary updates are available on our website at
www.robinsonband.org. If you have any questions, you can e-mail Pat McMahon at

rbopovp@aol.com.

Please attend our next RBOPO meeting on March 23 at 7PM in the High
School Band Room.
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ROBINSON CREW ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE

BUY your Spring plants at Burke Nursery on the 1% of May at our ANNUAL Plant Sale. Burke
Nursery generously donates a percentage of total sales to our Club when purchased at our
Booth with at least one Certificate.

Robinson Crew is a Club Sport and receives NO County Funds. All Boats, Coaches and Regatta
fees are paid solely through our fundraising.

Contact Chris Veale cv622@aol.com or Louise Lewis lewisfamily6é@verizon.net or your favorite
CREW Member to pre purchase $10 Certificates for use at the sale same as cash.

Certificates are a practical gift for Teachers, Neighbors or for Mothers Day on May 9th!
BE THERE! Saturday, May 1%, 8-6 (one day only)
at Burke Nursery and Garden Center, 9401 Burke
Rd. Burke, VA 22015

www.robinsoncrew.com and www.burkenursery.com

ROBINSON STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA)

The Robinson Student Government Association is hard at work preparing a variety of projects
for the Robinson community. After IceFest 2010, which included the student-faculty basketball
game and karaoke, students divided into new committees.

We have several spirit projects, including the annual Gatorball tournament (March 13), ping
pong tournament (February 27), and the Call of Duty video game tournament (February 25). We
are also working to reschedule our hypnotist show (March 23), which should be a lot of fun!

Students were so moved by the recent tragic earthquake in Haiti that there is a Haiti Relief
awareness campaign. There are a limited number of t-shirts available, the proceeds from which
will directly benefit the American Red Cross International Relief Fund. We also have projects
supporting our winter athletes and an informational campaign on how to apply for SGA and run
for elected office.

Students who are interested in applying to the Robinson SGA should visit the Robinson
homepage for information about applying. Applications are due no later than March 1 for
applicants for the class, as well as candidates for office. The elections process begins the
afternoon of March 1 with a mandatory meeting for candidates, and the election will be the week
of April 19-23.

Thanks to everyone for their continued support of these great projects!
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Sponsored by Future Educators of America

Candy Grams are great for any occasion! And they are only $1.50!

Does someone you kmow have a birthday coming up? Surprise them with a Birthday
Candy Gram! Is someone you know feeling down and in the need of chocolate? Give them
the Emergency Chocolate Gram! Did someone you know just do something great, like
make A-B honor roll? Send them a Congratulations Candy Gram! Is there a special
girl /boy you want to ask out? Send them a Date Me Candy Gram! Surprise them with a
Holiday Candy Gram!

Cost for a Candy Gram: $1.50

MName of recipient:

Grade of recipient:

Date you want the Candy Gram Delivered

Recipient's 1™ and 2™ period classroom numbers:

Occasion (circle one): Birthday age, Congratulations, Date Me, Friendship or
“Emergency” Chocolate, Holiday Other,
Who is sending the Candy Gram?

(If you want the sender to remain unknown, then leave this blank)
Mailing information:
Robinson Secondary School
Ave Maria Collins/FEA
5305 Sideburn Road, Fairfax Virginia 22032

Make checks payable to Robinson Secondary
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Dedicated to the academic growth and success of all students

ACADEMIC BOOSTERS

In June 2000, Robinson High School eamed the first Sallie Mae Award for
Academic and Athletic Excellence. We, at Robinson, pride ourselves on our high
achievements, balancing athletics, activities and academics, to develop well-rounded,

successiul students.

To continue this tradition of excellence, the Academic Booster Club pledges to
support the academic achievement of all students at Robinson Middle and High

Schools.
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Robinson PTSA “Elaine Heenan Memorial” and “Friends” Scholarships

The Robinson Secondary School PTSA is pleased to announce the availability of the Elaine Heenan
Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism and the “Friends’ Scholarship for Involvement in Activities at

Robinson. Each scholarship is in the amount of $1,000, and multiple scholarships may be awarded.

The Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship is given annually in memory of Mrs. Elaine Heenan. Mrs.
Heenan was a long-time and extremely dedicated volunteer at Robinson Secondary who died of cancer
in June 1985. Five of her six children are Robinson graduates. Her youngest daughter graduated in
1985, just a few days before Mrs. Heenan'’s death. This scholarship, which the PTSA has awarded every
year since 1985, will be awarded based on demonstrated exemplary achievement and an ongoing

commitment to provide volunteer service to the school and/or the community.

The “Friends” Scholarship is presented annually in memory of all the Robinson students and graduates
whose lives ended before they had the opportunity to realize their full potential. The “Friends”
Scholarship will be awarded based primarily on a student’s involvement in activities at Robinson
throughout grades 9 — 12.

Both scholarships are to be used to fund post-secondary education, including four-year, two-year or
vocational programs.

Students may access application forms on:

e The Robinson PTSA website (http://robinsonptsa.org/programs/scholarships.html),

e The Family Connection website (http://www.fcps.edu/ssseapps/scholarshipdb), which is located
on their FCPS 24-7 (Blackboard) Learning site (http://www.fcps.edu/fcps247.htm). High school

parents need to register for an FCPS 24-7 Learning Parent View account to access Family

Connection and scholarship information.

e Additional information on accessing scholarships is available in the Robinson Career Center

(contact Eileen.Doyle @fcps.edu).

All applications are due no later than the end of the regular school day on Friday, April 9, 2010. The

names of the winners will be announced at the Senior Awards Ceremony in June.
Questions regarding the Robinson PTSA Scholarships should be directed to Felicia Wright, PTSA
Scholarship Chair, at felwright@gmail.com or (703) 222-9029.
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4.

Robinson PTSA
Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism Application

About the Scholarship: The Robinson Secondary School PTSA is pleased to announce the availability of the
Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship for Volunteerism. Elaine Heenan was a long-time and extremely dedicated
volunteer at Robinson Secondary who died of cancer in 1985. Five of her six children are Robinson graduates. This
$1,000 scholarship, which the PTSA has awarded annually since 1985, will be awarded based on demonstrated
exemplary achievement and an ongoing commitment to provide volunteer service to the school and/or the
community. Multiple scholarships may be awarded. This scholarship shall be used to fund post-secondary
education, including four-year, two-year or vocational programs. Scholarship applicants must be members of the
Robinson Secondary School Class 2010.

How to Apply: Complete all parts of the application. Responses should be typed or neatly printed in ink. Your
completed application, Statement of Volunteer Service, and recommendation should be placed in an envelope
marked “PTSA Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship” and submitted to the Robinson Career Center.

Deadline: Scholarship applications must be received no later than the end of the regular school day on Friday,
April 9, 2010. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. The names of the selected scholarship
recipients will be announced at the Senior Awards Ceremony in June.

Questions regarding the Elaine Heenan Memorial Scholarship should be directed to Felicia Wright, PTSA
Scholarship Chair at felwright@gmail.com, (703) 222-9029.

Name:

(last) (first) (middle initial)
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone: Email:
Name of selected post-secondary school:
Intended program of study:

Scholarships and financial aid received to date and amount. Please state “none” if that is the case.

Briefly describe the impact your overall experience as a volunteer has had on you.

Complete the attached Statement of Volunteer Service form, listing all volunteer service you performed
form the fall of your freshman year to the present. Please make additional copies of this form as may be
necessary to fully reflect all of your volunteer service.

Attach one letter of recommendation from an individual with first hand knowledge of your volunteer work.

| certify that the information | provided in this
application is true and accurate.

Signature of Applicant

| certify that the volunteer information provided by
my child in this application is true and accurate.

Signature of Parent/Guardian
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Statement of Volunteer Service

Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:

Description of volunteer activity:

Hours per week: Weeks per year: OR for infrequent or
one-time volunteer service projects only, you may report the total volunteer service hours for the project:

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Summer (9-10) Summer (10-11) Summer (11-12)

Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:

Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:

Description of volunteer activity:

Hours per week: Weeks per year: OR for infrequent or
one-time volunteer service projects only, you may report the total volunteer service hours for the project:

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Summer (9-10) Summer (10-11) Summer (11-12)

Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:

Name of organization or person for whom you have performed volunteer service:

Description of volunteer activity:

Hours per week: Weeks per year: OR for infrequent or
one-time volunteer service projects only, you may report the total volunteer service hours for the project:

Circle the periods of time you performed this volunteer work:
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Summer (9-10) Summer (10-11) Summer (11-12)

Name, title, e-mail, or phone number of contact person:
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Robinson PTSA
“Friends” Scholarship for Involvement in Activities at Robinson
Secondary School Application

About the Scholarship: The Robinson Secondary School PTSA is pleased to announce the availability of the
“Friends” Scholarship presented annually in memory of all Robinson students and graduates whose lives ended
before they were able to realize their full potential. This $1,000 scholarship is a competitive scholarship awarded for
commitment to school and demonstrated through participation in clubs, organizations, sports teams and other
activities throughout Robinson. Multiple scholarships may be awarded. Applicants will be evaluated primarily on
their actual involvement in activities at Robinson, although GPA, recommendations, etc., will also receive
consideration. The award shall be used to fund post-secondary education, including four-year, two-year or
vocational programs. Scholarship applicants must be members of the Robinson Secondary School Class of 2010.
How to Apply: Complete all parts of the application. Responses should be typed or neatly printed in ink. Please
note that you must ask your counselor to enter your cumulative GPA (including seventh semester) and sign in the
space provided on your application form. Your completed application, Statement of Activities, and
recommendations, should be placed in an envelope marked “PTSA Friends Scholarship” and submitted to the
Robinson Career Center.

Deadline: Scholarship applications must be received no later than the end of the regular school day on Friday,
April 9, 2010. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. The names of the selected scholarship
recipients will be announced at the Senior Awards Ceremony in June.

Questions regarding the “Friends” Scholarship should be directed to Felicia Wright, PTSA Scholarship Chair at
felwright@gmail.com or (703) 222-9029.

Name:

(last) (first) (middle initial)
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone: Email:
Name of selected post-secondary school:
Intended program of study:

Scholarships and financial aid received to date and amount. Please state “none” if that is the case.

Please explain the goals you have for your future. Where do you see yourself in five years?

Please ask your counselor to indicate your cumulative GPA (including 7" semester):
GPA: Signature of Counselor:

Complete the attached Statement of Activities form, listing all of the activities you have participated in at Robinson
from the fall of your freshman year to the present. This would include involvement in sports, student publications,
musical groups, drama productions, student government, clubs and other Robinson related activities.

Attach two letters of recommendation. At least one of the letters must come from an individual with first hand
knowledge of your participation in an activity you have listed on the Statement of Activities form (i.e., a coach,
activity sponsor, etc.)

| certify that the information | provided in this
application is true and accurate.

Signature of Applicant

| certify that the volunteer information provided by
my child in this application is true and accurate.

Signature of Parent/Guardian
Signature of Parent/Guardian
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Statement of Activities

Description of Your Involvement
Activity (7.e., length of time, awards received, accomplishments,
leadership roles, etc.)
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College e

Preparatory Seminar
With

Julia Ross

of Professional Tutoring, LL.C

April 28th, 7 PM

Robinson Secondary School
Media Center

prsn &
everychibd onevaice
Robinson PTSA Program
For more information
contact Terry Mailaga Bell
tmatlaga@vahoo.com
or visit the Robinson PTSA
at www.robinsonptsa.org

@
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