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May at a Glance 
 

Detailed information regarding many of these events can be found inside the RamGram ♦ See Robinson�s 
website: http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/ for more information including club event dates.  

 
Thu-Sat, May 1-3  Les Misérables � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Saturday, May 3  Crew Annual Plant Sale � Terra Centre ES � 8am - 3pm 
Monday, May 5  Drama Booster Scholarships Due � Career Center 
Wed-Thu, May 7-8  Elementary Schools Visit 
Thursday, May 8  ANGP Ticket Prices Increase 
Friday, May 9  Interims Sent Home with Students 
    Les Misérables � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Saturday, May 10  Crew VA States Championships � Sandy Run Park, Occoquan 
    SGA Annual Yard Sale � 8am - 12pm 
    SGA Screen on the Green Movie � JV Softball Field 
    Les Misérables � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Monday, May 12  Academic Boosters Meeting � Principal�s Conference Room � 7pm 
Wednesday, May 14  PTSA Meeting 
Thursday, May 15  Rising 7th Grade Honors Info Night 
    MS Band Concert � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Friday, May 16  MS Eagles and Champs Field Trip 
Saturday, May 17  Linda Franklin-Carroll Retirement Party � Clifton Park 
Monday, May 19  HS Orchestra�s Senior Recital Concert � Russell Theatre � 7pm 
Tue-Wed, May 20-21 HS Bands Concert � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Thursday, May 22  MS Comets, 7th Grade Blue Stars & Lasers Field Trip 
Friday, May 23  MS Sentry Yearbook Pre-Orders Due 

MS Music Department Spring Trip � Busch Gardens/Williamsburg, VA 
Monday, May 26  NO SCHOOL � Memorial Day Holiday 
Tue-Mon, May 27-Jun 2 MS SOL Testing 
Wednesday, May 28  MS Chorus � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Thursday, May 29  MS Orchestra � Russell Theatre � 7:30pm 
Thu-Sat, May 29-31  Theatre for the Win! � Blackbox Theatre � 7:30pm 
Monday, June 2  Band Banquet � 6:30pm 
Thursday, June 5  HS Orchestra Concert & Senior Awards � Russell Theatre � 7pm 
Friday, June 6  MS Eighth Grade Day 
    SGA Eighth Grade Dance � 7 - 9pm 
Tuesday, June 10  Athletic Training Program VHSL Sports Physicals � 4:30pm - 7:15pm 

The RamGram  
Award Winning Newsletter of Robinson Secondary PTSA May 2008
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PTSA News 
 

Support Later Start Times 
for High School Students 

 
High School Students Need 
More Sleep: 9 hours: 
 

! Buses begin picking up students at 5:30 a.m. to 
meet 7:20 start times 

! The nation�s top sleep researchers say: �Changes 
in sleep and circadian regulation occurring in 
adolescence are inconsistent with optimal 
learning when morning school start times are too 
early (before 8:30 or 9:00).� 

! Sleep is critical to learning, especially the last 
REM sleep (which is cut short by early alarms). 

! Driving while sleep-deprived is dangerous. 
! Inadequate sleep is linked with increased 

depression, obesity, and diabetes. 
 
The School Board�s Transportation Task Force 
(TTF) recommended that FCPS change bell 
schedules and improve system efficiency to enable 
later start times for high school students. The 
TTF Preferred Bell Schedule (ES/HS/MS) is:  
 
! Most elementary schools would start 7:50-

8:55; end 2:30-3:45 (Some still after 9 am) 
! High schools would start between 8:35 and 

8:55; end 3:15-3:45 
! Middle schools would start between 9:20 

and 9:40; end 4-4:30 
 
The TTF expects its recommendations to be 
cost-neutral: 
 
! No extra buses or drivers. 
! 2006 cost estimates for similar models 

range from zero to $9.2 million. 
! Other schools have switched to later start 

times with no added costs: Arlington, VA; 
Minneapolis & Edina, MN; Wilton, CT; 
and Brevard, FL.; Albemarle, VA. 

! Reengineering will improve efficiency and 
save money. 

 

SLEEP endorses the TTF recommendations, 
which represent a compromise among a variety of 
interests. 
 
Others that support later start times for teens: 
 
! Large majorities of parents, students and 

teachers, according to surveys 
! Board of the Fairfax County Council of PTAs 
! Virginia State PTA 
! Student Advisory Committee to the Fairfax 

School Board 
! Medical Society of Northern Virginia 
! League of Women Voters of Northern Virginia 
! National Sleep Foundation 
! Top sleep researchers in �Messages to the 

Public,� The Role of Sleep on Memory and 
Learning Conference, Washington, D.C., March 
2008 (quoted above) 

! For more information go to 
www.SLEEPINFAIRFAX.org 

 
- Terry Tuley, SLEEP 

         

 

PTSA Student Directory Order Form
 
Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (in case there are questions)

Please send me:  

______ Middle School Directories:  @ $5 each + $1.50 S&H = $  

______ High School Directories:  @ $6 each + $1.50 S&H = $  

    Total Enclosed = $   

Return this form, along with your check made payable to Robinson
PTSA, to: Robinson PTSA Directories, 5308 Esabella Court., Fairfax
VA 22032. If you have any questions, please contact Deb Bush,
PTSA Directory Sales Chair, at 703-239-0478 or
bushbrood@cox.net.  



JOIN PTSA TODAY ♦ May 2008 ♦ Robinson PTSA Newsletter ♦ 3 ♦ JOIN PTSA TODAY 
James W. Robinson Secondary ♦ 5035 Sideburn Road ♦ Fairfax VA 22030 

 

Robinson Secondary General News 
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Middle School and High School News 
 

Classes of 2012 & 2013: The View from the Middle School 
 

New Message Board 
 
On your next visit to the middle school, please look up on the wall opposite the locker bays and check out
our new message board. We are excited to have this new technology to provide our students with daily
reminders of activities in the after school program, upcoming events and other information. We can update
the information as often as needed, which will help us keep your students well informed about what is
happening in the middle school. This message board was partially funded with money from our magazine
drive profits. Thank you again for supporting the drive. Please remember to save your subscription renewals
until the fall when we will have our new magazine drive for next school year! 
 

Sentry Yearbook 
 
The 2007 Robinson Sentry yearbook may only be pre-ordered until Friday, May 23. After that time, anyone
wanting a book will have to wait until all are distributed by teams on Distribution Day, June 5. Any that are
left will be sold for $45 at the end of school that day. Order forms are available in both subschools and in
Mrs. Hinman�s room, A223. Books are $40. Those wanting autograph pages may order both for $42.
Students may simply bring in a check for the proper amount made out to Robinson and fill out the form at
school. Lists of students who have already purchased books are located by the team rooms and in the
subschool offices. 
 

Eighth Grade Day 
 
Friday, June 6, eighth grade students will be taking part in our annual Eighth Grade Day. More details about
this day and how parents can assist will be coming through your students� teams.  
 

Eighth Grade Dance 
 

 
 
The Eighth Grade Dance will be held on Friday night, June 6 from 7:00-9:00 PM. This is an annual event
that is sponsored by our SGA. THIS IS NOT A FORMAL! That being said, we do require our eighth
graders to come wearing semi-formal attire (suits, sport jackets, dresses). Jeans are not allowed and the
wearing of sneakers is discouraged. This is also a Robinson Middle School eighth grade event. No high
school students or students from other schools are permitted to come. It is a great way for our eighth
grade students to have a special and fun evening as they prepare to say goodbye to their middle school years.
Please plan to pick up your students promptly at 9:00. 

- Keith Hall, MS Principal
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�Classes of 2012 & 2013: The View from the Middle School Con�t 

 
Middle School Guidance News 

 

 
 
May SOL Tests: The purpose of the Standards of Learning (SOL) testing is to provide information about
student achievement in subject areas. Scores from the tests will be used to determine whether students fail to
meet standards, are proficient in meeting the standards, or are advanced in the standards.  
 
Please plan to have your student attend school on May 27 to June 2 for SOL Testing. The testing schedule: 
May 27, Civics 8 and US History 7; May 28, English/Reading 8 and practice Science 7; May 29, Science 8
and English 7; May 30, Math 8 and Algebra; June 2, Math 7 and Honors Math 7. Please avoid appointments
that take your child out of school during this time period. It will help your child perform his or her best if
he/she had a good night�s rest, a healthy breakfast, and comes to school with a positive attitude.  
 
Interims: Interims will be distributed to students in their 7th period class on Friday, May 9. 
 
Summer School: Fairfax County Public Schools is offering a Middle School Summer Program for students
who have failed one or two core subjects (English, mathematics, science and/or social studies) or who have
failed both the English and mathematics 2008 SOL test(s). The program will focus on literacy and numeracy
to assist students in preparation for their next school year. The summer program will be held from July 21 to
August 8 at Robinson. Attendance is required for the duration of the program. 
 
Other Summer Opportunities: Please check online for information about mini-courses for enrichment and
Thomas Jefferson HSST Preparation Seminars. Encore, the FCPS Summer School Programs booklet, can be
found at www.fcps.edu/DIS/OACE/prek12.html. You can find information and registration forms.  
 
Waiver of High School Grades: Middle School students taking courses that result in high school credits�
Algebra or a foreign language�and do not want the end of year grade recorded on the high school transcript
may have the class and grade removed from the transcript. A request to remove a course from the transcript
must be made in writing to the high school director of student services. 
 
If you have questions or concerns regarding any of this information, please contact your child�s counselor. 

- MS Guidance
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Boosters, Clubs & Departments News 
 

 

Robinson Crew will be 
holding their Annual Plant 
Sale (rain or shine) on 
Saturday, May 3rd from 8:00am � 3:00pm outside 
Terra Centre Elementary school in Burke. Choose 
from a wide range of herbs, annuals, perennials, 
hanging baskets, shrubs, small trees, mulches & 
potting soils provided by Burke Nursery. This year, in 
addition to cash & checks, credit cards will be 
accepted. Students will on hand to help you load your 
items. Please stop by and support Robinson Crew! 

Visit 
www.robinsonc
rew.com for 
additional plant 

sale 
information & 
for upcoming 
regatta dates 
and locations.  

 
The Virginia State 
Championships will be 
held on Saturday, May 10th 
at Sandy Run Park, 
Occoquan, a 20-minute 
drive from Robinson! 
Come see the Robinson 
Girls 1st 8 defend their 
State title! 
 

- Mary Smith, Crew 
         

Robinson Academic Boosters 
 
Senior Academic Awards Ceremony: to honor 
Robinson�s best and brightest seniors, the Academic 
Boosters enjoyed hosting a breakfast for those seniors 
who have earned Academic Letters for their Senior 
Year and those very special students who earned 
Academic Letters for ALL four years! We put those 
students names on a plaque that is located in the 
hallway near the main office, stop by and check it out 
the next time you are at Robinson! Thanks to our 

wonderful committee chair, Becky Burnard, for 
organizing this event in absentia on a business trip 
with her very able assistants: Robert Burnard, Janne 
Hicks, Karen Donais, Ann McCook and Mary Smith. 
 
BOOST Program: thanks to Cathy Roth for running 
our Boost program this year! For those of you who 
don�t know what that is, we give all the junior high 
and special education teachers coupons for ice cream 
at the cafeteria to be handed out to students who have 
done something exemplary that day (not just 
academic!). This is a very small way that Academic 
Boosters can thank all of the wonderful students at 
Robinson and it is a fun program to be involved with. 
 
Please join us for our last scheduled meeting on 
Monday, May 12 at 7 p.m. (wow did this year go 
fast!) in the Principal�s Conference Room, to hear 
what we do or what volunteer opportunities might fit 
your schedule for next school year! 
 
Please don�t hesitate to contact Shari Bedker, 
President, sharimomcpa@cox.net on how you can get 
involved or if you have any questions.  
 

- Shari Bedker, Academic Booster President 
         

SGA 
 
The Student Government Association (SGA) is busily 
working on a few spring projects. We just successfully 
completed our "Student/Teacher of the Quarter" 
ceremony, recognizing over 50 students and 20 
teachers. In the spirit of building the Robinson 
community, we have honored our custodial staff, lunch 
staff, media center, finance office, subschool 
secretaries, and counselors!  
 
We also finished our elections for the 2008-2009 
school year, welcoming new officers for the Student 
Advisory Council, the Student Government 
Association, and rising sophomore, junior, and senior 
Class Officers. 
 
Currently we are working on two major events for 
Mother's Day weekend. May 10th we will sponsor the 
Second Annual Yard Sale from 8am-12noon. If you 
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are interested in selling items, email: 
rhsyardsale@yahoo.com. That evening we will 
sponsor a free showing of "The Incredibles" at our 
"Screen on the Green" evening on the JV softball 
field. All families are welcome, and we will have food 
and drinks available from Saxby's, Paradise Ice Cream, 
and other local vendors. Come on by for a beautiful 
evening! 
 
Have a great few weeks! We hope to see you May 10! 
 

- Eileen Noon, SGA 
         

Pre-Participation Physicals at Robinson 
 
The Athletic Training Program will be conducting 
VHSL Sports Physicals for next school year on 
Tuesday, June 10th at Robinson Secondary School. 
Processing begins at 4:30 PM with last appointment at 
7:15 PM. Please schedule an arrival time through the 
athletic training clinic at number or email below, or 
pre-register through this web link: 
www.fcps.edu/supt/activities/atp/ppeschedule.htm. 
 
Now is the time to make an appointment with your 
doctor or to get a physical exam at school for fall 
sports or summer camps. A physical using the correct 
VHSL form (April 2007) must be completed after May 
1st of this year and is valid until the end of upcoming 
school year. New VHSL physical forms are available 
from the athletic department or can be downloaded at 
http://www.vhsl.org/Prinwkbk/physicalformredirect.ht
m 
 
The $40.00 donation is the same as the past two years 
and all proceeds help support the Robinson sports 
medicine program and the Rams athletic boosters� 
general fund.  
 
Space may be limited depending on physician 
availability so please call or register on-line to reserve 
a spot. 
 
We welcome those who are medical or allied health 
professionals who would like to volunteer their time 
and expertise to this project. Please contact Jeff 
Perry at (703) 426-6818 or jeffrey.perry@fcps.edu 
for more information. 
 

- Jeff Perry, CAT 
         

 
Robinson Theatre News 

 
Did you miss it? 
Les Misérables 

May 1,2,3,9 and 10 
7:30 pm; tickets are $10 

For more info check www.RobinsonDrama.org 
Or call 703-426-2123 

 

 
 
Drama Classes for �08-09 still open! A limited 
number of openings remain for all Theatre Arts classes 
for next year: 
 
! Theatre Arts 1 builds confidence and artistic 

communication skills for all. Get higher SAT 
scores (really!), have fun and become a skilled 
theatre person. 

! Theatre Production goes beyond Advanced MS 
drama to the full theatre experience (sign up for 
Technical Theatre for the Theatre Production class) 

! Theatre Arts 2 is open to those with previous 
experience even w/out TA1. It�s all rehearsal and 
performance in comedy, Shakespeare, drama and 
musicals. 

! IB Theatre does not require previous experience 
or show involvement. It�s for junior and seniors, 
including IB diploma candidates. 

 
Drama Booster Scholarships: For the 2007-2008 
academic year, Robinson Drama Boosters are pleased 
to offer three $1,000 scholarships to qualifying seniors 
graduating from Robinson High School. Scholarships 
are for one year and are paid directly to the attended 
college, university, or technical school. Eligibility 
Requirements and an application can be obtained at the 
Robinson Career Center, and must be turned in by 
May 5th for consideration.  
 

 
 

Student Directed Short Plays 
Theatre for the Win! 

One act shows produced, directed, acted and tech�d by 
Robinson students 

May 29, 30, 31 @ 7:30 PM in the Blackbox Theatre 
Tickets online at RobinsonDrama.org 

$5 presale, $8 at the door (limited seating!!) 
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Robinson Drama Boosters is offering three camps 
this summer:  
 

Curtain Call Camp 
Four one-week camps for rising 2nd�8th graders 

June 23-27 � 9-12 & 1-4 
June 30-July 3 � 9-12 & 1-4 

July 7-11 � 9-12 & 1-4 
July 14-18 � 9-12 ONLY 

 
Stage Door 

Theatre Workshop 
Two-week in-depth Drama & 

Tech Theatre camp 
for rising 7th�9th graders only 

June 23-July 3 � 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Fun in the Theatre 
Two one-week camps: Introduction to 
Theatre for rising 1st-6th graders only 

June 30-July 3 � 9 am to 4 pm 
July 7-11 � 9 am to 4 pm 

 
Need more info? E-mail 

www.camp@RobinsonDrama.org 
Or check our website, www.RobindonDrama.org. 

 
- Mariana Vervena, Drama Boosters Publicity Chair 

         
RBOPO 

 
A Week of Jazz 

 

 
 

For one week in April, Robinson Bands hosted a guest 
jazz band from Kent, England-�Norton�s Hot 8� 
under the direction of John Hall. The Hot 8, from The 
Norton Knatchbull School in Ashford, Kent, UK, spent 
the week performing around the halls of Robinson-at 
lunch in the Blue and Gold Cafés - where they 
received a very warm reception from the student body 
and the administration, at the annual Jazz Night 
Concert and at a few other impromptu venues. Thanks 
to all of the host Families and volunteers who 
participated and to Mr. Stokes and Anne Sharp who 
helped to plan and �orchestrate� their visit. Check out 
the plethora of photos of their time here at Robinson, 
U.S.A. at www.robinsonband.org. 
 

Solo & Ensemble 
 
April was also the month for Solo and Ensemble 
Festival -- where many individuals and small 
ensembles performed a prepared piece of music for a 
judged rating. Congratulations to all of our students 
who participated. 
 

April & May Rehearsals Bring Spring Concerts 
 

 
 
Keep your calendars clear for the final major concert 
performances of the 2007-2008 year as the High 
School and Middle School Bands and Orchestras 
perform in their Spring Concerts. Russell Theatre will 
be busy -- it all begins on Thursday May 15 with the 
Middle School Bands, followed the next week on 
Tuesday May 20 and Wednesday May 21 by the High 
School Bands and the Middle School Orchestra 
finishes out May on Thursday the 29th. All of these 
concerts begin promptly at 7:30 pm. The final spring 
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season concert will be by the High School Orchestras 
on Thursday June 5 --beginning that night at 7:00 pm.  
Please support our Ram musicians as they complete a 
terrific 2007-2008 and enjoy listening to the recently 
improved acoustics in the Russell Theater -- thanks to 
the additional of new acoustic shells! 
 

Senior Recitals-Orchestra 
 

 
 
On Monday May 19 at 7:00 pm, the Russell Theatre 
will be the site of the High School Orchestra�s Senior 
Recital Concert featuring many members of the 
talented class of 2008. 
 

Thoughts of Graduation!? 
 
End of the year celebrations are planned for Early June 
as the 2007-2008 Band and Orchestra season nears an 
end. The Band will celebrate the accomplishments of 
the year and the 2008 graduating Seniors at the annual 
Band Banquet to be held at Robinson on Monday June 
2 starting at 6:30 pm. Orchestra follows with High 
School Orchestra Concert and Senior Awards on June 
5. Please make plans to attend and join in the 
celebration. 
 

Les Misérables 
 
Another highlight of the spring season around 
Robinson is the spring musical production. This year, 
thirty-two Band and Orchestra students, led by Mr. 
Cook and in cooperation with the Drama Department, 
will be performing in the Pit Orchestra for this year�s 
exciting production of �Les Miserables�. Show times 
span the first two weekends of May, but buy your 
tickets soon before they run out. Click on 

www.RobinsonDrama.org for more details and to 
purchase your tickets. 
 

Spring Trips: One Down, One to Go 
 

 
 
The spring trip for High School Band and Orchestra 
students has come and gone for 2008. Six busloads of 
Robinson musicians from Orchestra, Band and Guitar 
Ensemble traveled to the Sunshine State during five 
days in April. With visits to Universal Studios, Wet �n 
Wild and Islands of Adventure in Orlando, a GREAT 
time was had by all! Sandwiched in with the fun was a 
successful competition event sponsored by Dynamic 
Music Festivals, with the following ratings achieved: 
 

Concert Strings ~ Excellent 
Philharmonic Orchestra ~ Superior 

Concert Band 3 ~ Superior 
Concert Band 4 ~ Superior 

Symphonic Band ~ Superior 
 

A big THANKS from the whole Band & 
Orchestra community goes out to Pat 
McMahon, who painstakingly organized 
another terrific and memorable trip for 
students, directors and the volunteer 

chaperones. To see what all of the fuss and fun is 
about, check out the many pictures of the trip and 
performances at www.robinsonband.org. 
 
Next up, the Middle School Band, Orchestra and 
Chorus students will also be heading south on May 
23rd�to Busch Gardens in Williamsburg for their 
spring trip. While in the Old Country, they will be 
participating in the 2008 Musicale Competition. Good 
luck Middle School Musicians!  
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Looking Forward to Summer?! 
 

 
 
Summer (and Fall) are getting closer every day. A 
couple items of musical note to consider��. 
 
Fairfax County Summer Band Camp Information: 
is out and available with full details at 
www.frostbands.com/band_camp_08.html. This will 
be the 18th annual Fairfax County Summer Band 
Camp and it provides 3 weeks of top-notch 
instrumental music instruction to students entering 
grades 5-10 in the 2008-09 school year. Check it out. 
 
Robinson Marching Rams 2008: It�s also not too 
early to start thinking about the 2008 season of the 
Marching Rams. Wheels are in motion for another 
exciting show with music from West Side Story. Early 
summer practices for 2008 Marchers are tentatively 
scheduled for July 9 and 16th in the Band Room, so 
mark your calendars. Complete information and 
calendar are available on the fact sheet at 
www.RobinsonBand.org.  
 

 
 

RBOPO-Changing of the Guard-Peacefully 
 

 
 
RBOPO is an all-volunteer network of parents whose 
mission is to foster and promote musical excellence in 
Robinson�s Band and Orchestra programs. One key 
word is obviously all-volunteer. Without the 
tremendous support of the families of Robinson 
musicians, our organization would fade away. 
One group of volunteers (among many) is the team of 
parents that serves as the Executive Board of RBOPO. 
This year, lead by President Rich Kurz, that dedicated 
group also included Vice President Pat McMahon, 
John Wyatt, Lead Treasurer and Assistant Treasurers, 
Pam Johnson, Patty Licari and Mary Lou Bare, 
Recording Secretary Linda Brese and Corresponding 
Secretary Barry Sharp. Our sincere appreciation goes 
out to all of them for their many hours of hard work 
and dedication to our mission and our students. 
With their duties almost - though not quite �complete, 
it appears that in the best of continuing democratic 
traditions, a peaceful transition of power (?) will again 
be accomplished as a new, but well-mentored group 
plans to step in for the 2008-2009 music season.  
Check the website often and Go Rams! 
 

- B# 
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ANGP 2008 Tickets and Extras!
 

 
 
The ESPN Zone here we come! Don't forget to order your ticket, price goes up Thursday, May 8 to $100. 
All Night Grad Party tickets are distributed and on sale Wednesdays during lunch in the cafeteria. If you
mailed your order in the tickets are available for students to pick-up on Wednesdays. Grads will not be 
allowed to attend unless a ticket is purchased in advance. Reserve your seat on the bus to the ESPN Zone
now - it is the only way you will get in! Questions? Contact Terry Burgess at: jtkburgess@aol.com. 
 
Share with your neighbors your student's the accomplishment. "Class of 2008 Robinson Ram Grad Lives
Here" yard signs for sale while they last. Cost is $15. Contact Matt Miller with questions at:
Memiller@mcg-cpa.com. 
 
Order forms for ANGP ticket, the GMU Seat Raffle, and the Grad Yard Sign are located on the ANGP Web
page: http://www.ramsangp2008.com/index.html. 
 
Your extra pictures are needed of your student throughout their entire high school years at Robinson. Please
submit pictures indicating what year of high school the picture was taken. Mrs. Buschman has a special gift
bag for the photos in her office. Pictures will not be returned. Contact Sharon Stanchi at: rstanchi@cox.net. 
 

- Shelley Draheim, ANGP 2008


