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Detailed information regarding many of these events can be found inside the RamGram ♦ See Robinson’s website: http://www.fcps.edu/RobinsonSS/ for more information including club event dates.

Tuesday, December 8

RBOPO MS Bands Winter Concert – Russell Theatre – 7pm
Wednesday, December 9
ABC Barnes & Noble Book Fair – Fair Lakes Promenade Shopping Ctr – 5-9pm





RCC Substance Abuse Seminar – Davala Hall – 6:30 – 8:30pm
Thursday, December 10
MS Chorus Concert – Russell Theatre – 7pm

Friday, December 11

RBOPO MS Advanced Orchestra, Symphonic Band and Jazz Band Assembly
Tuesday, December 15

RBOPO MS Orchestra Winter Concert – Russell Theatre – 7pm





RBOPO Symphonic Band Tiny Tots Concert – Russell Theatre – 9:30 & 11:30am
Thursday, December 17
MS Dance – Blue/Gold Cafeteria – 2:15 – 3:45pm

RBOPO HS Orchestra Winter Concert – Russell Theatre – 7pm

Friday, December 18

INTERIMS MAILED HOME

Monday, December 21

PTSA Board Meeting – Principal’s Conference Room – 7pm

Wednesday, December 23
2 HOUR EARLY RELEASE

Thu – Sun, Dec 24 – Jan 3
WINTER BREAK

Monday, January 4

RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER WINTER BREAK
Friday, January 8

RBOPO Junior District Orchestra Event – TJHSST





FAIRFAX ACADEMY Creative Leaders Conference 

Saturday, January 9

RBOPO District Band Auditions – Robinson





RBOPO Junior District Orchestra Event – TJHSST

Monday, January 11

ABC Meeting – Principal’s Conference Room – 7pm

Friday, January 15

DRAMA TheatreSports Competition – Russell Theatre – 7:30pm

Monday, January 18

MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY

Wednesday, January 20
PTSA General Membership Meeting – Media Center – 7pm

Friday, January 22

DRAMA Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs – Russell Theatre – 7pm

Saturday, January 23

DRAMA Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs – Russell Theatre – 7pm

Wednesday, January 27
MS IB Interest Meeting – Davala Hall – 7:30pm

Thursday, January 28

END OF 2ND QUARTER

Friday, January 29

STUDENT HOLIDAY, TEACHER WORKDAY

Monday, February 1

STUDENT HOLIDAY, TEACHER WORKDAY

Wednesday, February 3
MS to HS Rising 9th Grade Parent Information Night – Russell Theatre

Friday, February 5

SECOND QUARTER REPORT CARDS MAILED HOME
Tuesday, February 9

ABC AMC 10 & 12 Math Competitions - Morning
Fri – Sun, Feb 12 – 14

DRAMA Annie – Russell Theatre

Tue & Wed, Mar 2 & 3
MS 8th Grade Writing SOL
Saturday, March 20

ANGP Mulch Sale
Mon – Fri, May 24 – 28
MS SOL’s
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PTSA News
Safe Home Pledge
In response to parent and school concerns about teenage drinking, smoking, drug use and unsupervised parties at private homes, the Robinson Secondary School PTSA sponsors a voluntary Parent Pledge for Middle School and High School parents. The parents of the students listed below made a commitment toward providing a responsible social atmosphere by agreeing to the following pledge:

“I pledge that all parties given in my home for school-age children will be actively chaperoned and will be free of alcohol and other drugs.”
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PTSA Student Directory Order Form

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________

Phone (in case there are questions): __________________________________

Please send me:
SOLD OUT_Middle School Directories  @ $5/each + $1.50  S&H  = $6.50

______High School Directories        @ $6/each + $1.50  S&H = $ ________







TOTAL ENCLOSED:           $ ________

Return this form, along with your check made payable to Robinson PTSA, to:

Robinson PTSA Directories, 5308 Esabella Court, Fairfax, VA  22032.  If you have any questions, please contact Deb Bush, PTSA Directory Sales Chair, at 703-239-0478 or bushbrood@cox.net.
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General School Class News
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Virginia Reader’s Choice Program at Robinson Library
The Virginia Reader’s Choice (VRC) program is an opportunity for HS and MS students to enjoy carefully selected examples of outstanding literature. Each year the Virginia Reading Association selects 10 books for students to read.  All Robinson students are invited to participate in this activity. How does it work?

Students come to the Media Center to pick one of the 10 VRC books. There is a special display case for HS and MS. The students read the book, fill out a short questionnaire and receive an extra credit coupon for their English class (MS students only!) If a student reads four or more books they will qualify for a Pizza Party in March. At that time they will vote for their favorite book. The results from all schools will be sent to Richmond and the winning VRC book will be announced in May. MS students are also eligible to win a Barnes and Nobel gift certificate if they read all 10 books.
Research Databases at Robinson Library
Yes, Robinson you can finish your school project at 1AM!  Just do your research on one of the library databases found on the Robinson Webpage under Library Media Center.  All databases are available 24/7.  Remember passwords are found on the Robinson Library blackboard course.  Database highlight – Gale Cengage Learning http://find.galegroup.com/menu/commonmenu.do?userGroupName=jwrobinson_e



eBooks, primary documents, magazine and newspaper articles, images, literature resources, science resources, biography resources, IB and AP Academic OneFile

ALCOHOL AND DRUG

What parents need to know about teen substance use.

Come learn more, ask questions, and share concerns regarding teen substance use. Learn what different drugs and drug paraphernalia look like.

When: Wednesday, DECEMBER 9th
Time: 6:30-8:30 PM

Where: Robinson Secondary, Davala Hall

Presenters: Sam Wagner, Student Assistance Program Counselor, and a Fairfax County Narcotics Detective

Sponsored by: The Robinson Community Coalition

**DUE TO THE CONTENT, DRUGS, AND DRUG PARAPHERNALIA THIS IS AN ADULT ONLY PRESENTATION**

If you have any questions, please contact Rosanne Jones, Coalition Coordinator, rjonesrcc@msn.com or Sam Wagner, scwagner@fcps.edu.
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FAIRFAX ACADEMY NEWS

Congratulations!  Several Fairfax Academy students have been recognized recently for their accomplishments……..

· Alexander Darvishian (Pro Photo, Centreville) won the High School Landscape category in the FotoWeek DC Youth division competition.  He was one of 33 winners in the Youth Division selected from nearly 3000 entries.  His photograph was displayed in galleries in DC as part of the FotoWeek DC program.
· Manuel Lavalle and Michael Potter (Pro TV Production, Woodson) whose video about Woodson High School was featured at the school’s re-dedication ceremony.  They were asked by the Woodson HS administration to produce the video project.  
· Aubrey May and Kelsey Cooper (Dance, FHS) are the first two students to qualify  for induction in the new FHS chapter of the National Honor Society for Dance.  They will be inducted this winter.
· Meredith Buck (Music & Computer Technology, FHS) was selected as the Music division winner for the FHS Reflections competition, for her composition entitled “Dream”. Eighteen second year MCT students submitted work in 10 different FCPS Reflections competitions.
Musical Theatre Showcase:  Students from Musical Theatre & Actor’s Studio classes recently directed, staged and performed in a series of showcase events. Two evenings featured selections from the musical, Chess.  The third evening highlighted performances by second year students, cabaret style.  This is the first of several showcase performances planned this year.
Spreading Holiday Cheer:  Students from Professional Photography Studio classes once again were “Santa’s Helper” volunteers at the annual City of Fairfax Craft Show. They managed the “photos with Santa” area of the show -- setting up equipment, taking and producing the photographs, and coaxing smiles out of children and families.  All money raised goes to support the arts in Fairfax.

More Good Cheer:  Academy Dance students have been invited to perform at Providence Elementary School on December 10.  They are planning a Winter themed show that will feature ballet, jazz, modern and tap dance numbers set to a variety of musical styles, from classical to pop. 

 Practicing Collaboration Camp CTE:   Fairfax Academy recently hosted more than 20 high school and middle school counselors for an afternoon of “Camp CTE”.    Camp CTE activities included hands-on projects in Pro Graphics Studio (t-shirts and designs), Pro Photography Studio (lighting project and photograph) and Pro TV Production (live taping of scripted TV segment).  Academy students assisted their teachers in leading the projects. They also greeted guests, modeled fashion designs, displayed Korea costumes, and performed both dance and musical numbers. Feedback was very complimentary!  The counselors will spend time at all six FCPS academies in an effort to learn more about various career and technical education (CTE) courses. 
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Middle School Class News
THE VIEW FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

We had another great turnout for our Touching Bases event on Veterans’ Day. Thank you to all of you who took advantage of this opportunity to come in, meet your students’ teachers and gather some additional information about how your students are performing in their classes. We do hope that you found the day to be productive and, judging from the feedback that we have received from a variety of parents, we believe that you did! 

Thank you to the 15% of our families who have made donations to the middle school fundraiser! To date, we have collected $7854, which is about $9,000 short of our goal. The thermometer at the bottom of this article wasn’t updated in time for printing and shows $7100. In our original introduction to this contribution fundraiser as an alternative to the annual magazine drive fundraiser, we stated that, if we received $30 for each student in the middle school, then we would have $36,000 to invest in new technology, team activities, buses for field trips, publishing our school newspaper, enrichment materials for the classrooms, equipment for the middle school fitness room and other things for our students. Our current donation amount represents about $6.40 per student. We are thankful for any amount that you can contribute. With current budget cut options coming to us from Fairfax County Public Schools, we know that county funds will be severely cut. In order for us to continue to provide for enrichment and enhancement of classroom instruction, we are going to count even more on the money we can bring in through our fundraiser. If you have not contributed yet and would like to do so, please send a check made out to Robinson Middle School. Remember that all donations are tax deductible and 100% of your donation will go to the middle school.

If you have a change in your home, work, or cell phone number or a change in your email address, please contact your subschool administrative assistant to change that contact information in our files. We want to make sure that you are being kept informed via phone calls and Keep In Touch messages that we send out to parents/guardians. Also, the attendance line telephone is 703.426.6040. The recording will prompt you to the extension for each grade level. Please be sure to call this number to report an absence, late arrival, or early dismissal for your child.
If you have questions about your students’ grades or something that you’ve been told occurred in one of your students’ classrooms, please contact the teacher first. The teacher can usually provide explanations that will answer all of your questions and address your concerns in a very timely fashion. We want to encourage parent-teacher communication since the teachers are dealing directly with your students. If you are hearing about interesting occurrences taking place in classrooms from your students, there is a great possibility that all the facts have not been heard and there are logical explanations and perhaps great embellishment of what has actually happened! If you have problems contacting a teacher directly, please call your students’ counselors to enlist their help in making those contacts. 
Did you know that the 2010 Sentry yearbook cover is going to be filled with student quotes and names? Did you know that writings from hundreds of students are going to be scattered throughout the book? Did you know that the Robinson Middle School Sentry has won national awards for the past 10 years? Did you know the Sentry was inducted into the National Scholastic Press Association’s Hall of Fame last year?

To encourage students not to miss out on the lowest price that the yearbook will be all year, the Sentry staff is sponsoring a contest. Everyone who has ordered a yearbook already and all those who order theirs by Wednesday, December 9 will have their names put in a drawing. Sometime before Winter Break, one of the principals will pull 5 names out of those who have purchased books during the lunch periods. 

Students could win one of 5 prizes: $5 gift certificate to Chipotle, or a $5 gift certificate to Borders or a $5 gift card to Target. Or a $5 gift certificate to Coldstone Creamery or a $5 certificate good for 10 lollipops of your choice. How cool is that? Order one of the best yearbooks in the country and get a prize as well. Pick up an Order form now in SS offices and in Room A223. You can also download one off the Robinson website under publications. Prices and an entry in the drawing will only be good until December 9. Order yours now!

The Sentry Send-off Ads for eighth graders heading up to the high school will only be available until Friday, December 11. Parents are encouraged to send a photo and message to sentryyearbook@gmail.com. Ads are $25 each. Forms are also available on the Robinson website under publications.

Questions? Contact Pat Hinman at 703-426-6848 or pehinman@fcps.edu.

Have you heard about the yearbook’s gourmet lollipops? Students seem to love them. Parents may want to consider buying Lollipop Gift Certificates for holiday gifts(they would make great stocking stuffers). Lollipops are 50 cents each. Certificates can be purchased in any denomination. See a yearbook staff person or contact Pat Hinman.
Congratulations to this year’s Theatre Sports competitive improv team on their first WIN! Friday November 20, the new team competed against 11 Fairfax County middle school teams and came out on top! Theatre Sports is a form of competitive improvisational comedy like Whose Line is it Anyway, and Wild –n- Out. Come check out how it all works and cheer on our RMS team at their next competition 7:00pm Friday, December 1st - at Longfellow Middle School.
Congrats to this year’s team:

Stephen Diggs (individual award for “New Moon Crush”)

Hannah Sikora
Charlie Phillips (individual award for “Best Toast”)


Sammi Mayo
Jessica Israel (individual award for “Best Facial Expressions”)

Mohammad Aarij
John Slife







Abby Markle
Sarah Marksteiner






Anna Ready
Jamie Green

After School Program Update
Winter Happenings and Highlights After School in the Middle School:

· Our dance team, under the direction of Varsity Coach Chappell, is preparing for a half-time performance at an upcoming basketball game.

· Mr. Lindgren, eighth grade science teacher, is leading our Science Olympiad team into competition this year.

· Indoor soccer is now offered on Wednesdays and team handball featured on Thursdays in the gym.

· Our dedicated group of cast members and teacher/directors are working daily on the musical production of Annie to be performed the weekend of February 12, 20010.

· Coach Holmes, Robinson’s freshmen football coach, will offer a structured and supervised weight lifting program for eighth grade students beginning in January.

· Our winter dance is scheduled for Thursday, December 17. All students are invited to enjoy dancing, ping pong, and varies video games.
Of course, many more opportunities are available thanks to our dedicated teachers and support staff. Activity details, schedules, and sign-up procedures can be found in the weekly Ramblast. Please encourage your student to access all activity information on the After School Program site on 24-7 and to listen for announcements on Monday in the Middle and during lunchtime.

Questions? Please contact Mary Aunon, After School Program Specialist, Robinson Middle School; 703-426-2339 or via email – mfaunon@fcps.edu
Middle School Student Services

Counselors will work with individual students on study and organizational skills during RAISE period in December. Counselors will also be presenting Career Exploration Units to classes in December. If your student is having difficulty in a specific class, please contact the teacher for information on class assignments and course information. If you have concerns or would like to arrange a conference with the team, please contact your child’s counselor. 

Please contact your student’s counselor if you have any questions or concerns.

Upcoming events:

· Interims will be mailed on Friday, December 18. 

· Second Quarter Report cards will be mailed on February 5.

· Interest meeting for parents and 8th grade students to learn about the International Baccalaureate Program at Robinson on Wednesday, January 27 at 7:30 p.m. in Davala Hall. Parents of 7th grade students are welcome to attend.

· Rising 9th Grade Parent Information Night will be Wednesday, February 3 in Russell Theatre. Snow date is Tuesday, February 9.

· The Writing SOL for 8th grade students will be March 2 and 3. Please do not schedule doctor or other appointments on those days.

· End of year SOL’s for both 7th and 8th graders will be May 24- May 28—the week before Memorial Day week-end. Please do not schedule early vacations at that time.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FUNDRAISING THERMOMETER




PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!!

Boosters, Clubs and Departments News
ABC Sponsors AMC 10 & 12
The Robinson Mathematics Department, with the support of the Robinson Academic Boosters, will once again sponsor the AMC 10 and AMC 12 math competitions. The AMC exams are competitive mathematics contests for high school students. The contests take place the morning of February 10, 2010. Students need to pre-register through their math teacher during the month of January. Please watch for announcements on Good Morning Robinson, ask your math teacher, or contact Bob Collidge (Robert.Collidge1@fcps.edu) for more information.
ACADEMIC BOOSTER NEWS AND UPDATES

Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, the year has started out with a bang as you can see from the list below. With the change in the grading scale, we are so pleased to be able to recognize the academic achievements of more students. However, we need your monetary support to be able to meet the increased needs. If you haven’t already joined and would like to, a membership form is attached to the RamGram or you can send in donations to the address listed on the form. We are a 501(c)(3) organization, so all donations and your membership are tax deductible!

1) On December 9, we are hosting a bookfair at Barnes & Noble in the Fair Lakes Promenade Shopping Center (the one by Old Navy). For every $ spent using the attached vouchers, we get a 10% donation from the bookstore. If the total spent is over $2,000, we get a 15% donation. For the evening of December 9, Robinson’s very own singing counselor, Tami Marcheski will be performing her original works at 8 p.m. PLUS we have some special authors on hand for book signings. Details are included in the flyer and voucher attached to the RamGram. Please plan on doing some of your holiday shopping on December 9 and forward the attached vouchers to everyone you know-you might even want to include your own wishlist with the vouchers you forward! The vouchers do need to be presented at the time of purchase for Academic Boosters to get the credit, so please help us pass copies of the vouchers to friends, neighbors, relatives, bunco groups, work colleagues, etc! Fritz Heinzen has done a fantastic job in helping organize this event, this wouldn’t be happening without all his efforts!

2) Thank you for all the box tops! We collected 2,300 through October so we will receive a check for $230-not bad for a little clipping and counting (MANY thanks to Jacqueline Lehman and Valerie Sikora for counting all those!)

3) Keep collecting & sending in the boxtops, we will do another submission in the spring. Collection boxes are in the main office, 7th and 8th grade subschool offices.

4) Thanks to all our volunteers who helped out at the Athletic Booster Golf Tournament-we earned $1,500 to add to the Genovese Scholarship fund. Nancy Heck once again supplied the energy and coordination for this wonderful event.

5) The 10th & 11th graders who earned straight A’s in any one core subject last year were treated to a pizza party hosted by our dedicated volunteers, Gail Glover and Patti Barber. They ordered 55 pizzas-that’s a lot of deserving kids!

6) Our 9th graders are off to a great high school career start! 70 of them earned all A’s for the first quarter and were treated to a “catered” breakfast (doughnuts & muffins!) by our hard working volunteers headed up by Rose Ha with Stephanie Lee and Karen Sharp.

7) Congratulations to all the 7th & 8th graders who made the honor roll. We had to order more ribbons, they did so well the first quarter!

8) [image: image11.emf]The AMC 8 math exam was held on November 17. We provided $125 to help support the exam and provided 2 proctors for the 20 7th & 8th grade students who took the test-I’m glad I was proctoring and not taking the test-those are hard questions! Thanks to Tammi Jackson for proctoring AND organizing all the National Exams for Robinson, including AMC 8, 10th Grade Math Exam, National Latin, German and Spanish Exams.

9) Our next meeting is Monday, January 11 at 7 p.m. in the Principal’s Conference Room. As always, these are open meetings-come join us!

A CHANCE TO GIVE BACK TO ROBINSON

One last note, as my youngest child received her first college acceptance yesterday (a bittersweet moment!), I would really like to start turning over the reigns of leadership to someone new before the end of the school year. I work full time as a business owner with 7 employees and I frequently travel. I wanted to help out at Robinson, but I did have some time constraints. Academic Boosters was a perfect fit for me, because I feel I am contributing to the students in the time I have available. If anyone is interested in taking over this rewarding opportunity, please contact me-I’d love to talk to you about it. 703-830-8473, sharimomcpa@cox.net. Thank you and I wish you and your families a wonderful Holiday Season!

· Shari Bedker, President, Robinson Academic Boosters

[image: image12.wmf]
Robinson Band and Orchestra Parents Organization (RBOPO)

Marching Rams – Final Thanks
The Marching Rams has completed a very successful 2009 season.  Many thanks to all the students, directors, parents, supporters and sponsors for your contributions this year. Our best wishes to this year’s Senior Class for all of your leadership, hard work and dedication to the Marching Rams. 

Tis’ the Season for Concerts
December is full of opportunities to hear the Robinson Bands and Orchestras in Concert at the Russell Theatre.  We look forward to seeing you at all of these events.  

Dec. 2

HS Bands Winter Concerts in the Russell Theatre at 7:00 pm




Concert 3 Blue, Concert 3 Gold, and Concert 4
Dec. 3

HS Bands Winter Concerts in the Russell Theatre at 7:00 pm




Concert2 and Symphonic Band

Dec. 8

MS Bands Winter Concert in the Russell Theatre at 7:00 pm

Dec. 11
MS Advanced Orchestra, Symphonic Band and MS Jazz Band 

Assembly for next year’s seventh graders 

Dec. 15 
MS Orchestra Winter Concert at 7:00 pm

Dec. 15
Symphonic Band Tiny Tots Concert in the Russell Theatre 

Two shows at 9:30 & 11:00 am 
Dec. 17
HS Orchestra Winter Concert at 7:00 pm
Jan. 9

District Band Auditions at Robinson

Jan. 8 & 9
Jr. District Orchestra Event at TJHSST

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Robinson’s music programs would not have such wonderful opportunities without the significant contributions of time by parent supporters and volunteers.  This is a great season to be involved as there are several important dates coming up.  Parent volunteers are needed for the following upcoming events:  Tiny Tots Concert, District Band Auditions and Jazz Sweets ‘N Swing Night.  If you would like to participate, please go the web-site and follow the link to find descriptions of all the volunteer opportunities.  
Holiday Gifts and Fundraisers

From pies and greens to fruit and ornaments, our fundraisers were all very successful and we thank you for your support!  RBOPO will again have White House Ornaments available for purchase at the upcoming concerts.  The ornaments are beautiful and make a very nice gift just in time for the holidays.

www.RobinsonBand.org & www.RobinsonOrchestra.org 

Please attend our next RBOPO Meeting at 7 p.m., January 12 in the HS Band Room.  See you there or at any number of the exciting musical events happening around Robinson.  Go Rams!  rbopo@robinsonband.org
Robinson Theatre News


Congratulations to the cast and crew of Rumors,
for the very fine, funny and professional performance!
Auditions will be held in early December for the Spring Musical.

Robinson Theatre presents great entertainment that is

affordable and nearby.  For more information or to purchase

tickets, please go to www.RobinsonDrama.org.  
The theatre department has a busy January planned, starting with participating in the ITS (International Thesbian Society) State Conference, which will be at GMU January 8 – 10th.  ITS is the Honor Society for Drama Students, and allows them to earn points towards a letter.
Robinson will host a TheatreSports competition for High School teams from around the county on January 15th at 7:30 pm.  This is improv sketch entertainment for the whole family, and costs only $5 per person.

The Robinson Production Company (RoProCo) will present Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs on Friday, Jan 22 at 7:00 pm, and Sat Jan 23 at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm.  This student run production is appropriate for all ages!

The Middle School is hard at work preparing the popular musical Annie.  Don’t miss this energetic, crowd pleasing show, which is sure to be a sell out.  Performances are Feb 12, 13, and 14.

SGA

The Robinson SGA is happy to announce the conclusion of their November service projects. Groups collected canned food, and in a shared effort with the FBLA, we have collected thousands of cans! We have also donated over a hundred winter clothing items to the local Salvation Army. We are in the process of sending off our used tennis shoes so that they can be used to make a track for an underprivileged school. Finally, our “Safe Driving Awareness Week” was extremely successful! We had a guest speaker from MADD and keychains that state “I cruise without booze” were distributed at Friday’s assembly. The SGA worked extremely diligently to give back to our community, and we are pleased with the products of these committees. We have organized a student-faculty basketball game for Monday, November 30 at the Winter Ram Rally. Teachers are defending last year’s victory, but everyone is invited to see how the game goes. We are now switching gears and getting ready for IceFest 2009! We will have a variety of spirit events to kick off the winter sports season, including karaoke, lunchtime activities, and a spirit contest for teachers! Watch for more information over the next 2 weeks.
We are thankful for a wonderful school community; thank you for all of your support!
See you in December!
An edible holiday gift idea from the FACS department

CARAMEL CORN

Pop ¾ cup of popcorn in a hot air popper or on the stove top with just oil—no salt. Do not use microwave popcorn as it is flavored. Place the popped corn in a brown paper grocery bag.

In a large Pyrex bowl, mix 1 cup of brown sugar with ¼ cup light corn syrup and ½ cup butter. Microwave for 2 minutes. Stir and microwave for another 3 minutes. Add ½ teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon of vanilla and ½ teaspoon of baking soda. Stir. The mixture will get foamy and light in color.

Pour the sugar mixture over the popcorn in the bag. Shake and place in the microwave for 1 minute. Shake and microwave for another minute. Shake and microwave for 30 seconds. Shake and microwave for another final 30 seconds. 

Pour mixture onto parchment paper and spread out to cool.

Pack in jars.

Note: I add pecans and candied red cherries to the popcorn before adding the syrup. I pack the mixture in pasta jars that I buy at the Dollar Store and secure with red ribbons. This makes a good holiday gift.

Get the FACS for LIFE
News from RBSS Family and Consumer Sciences Department
Family and Consumer Sciences Department have learning for life programs at your fingertips for the many facets of your child’s life. In this upcoming quarter the 7th grade FACS classes will learn basic sewing techniques. Students will make basic stitches on a sewing machine and learn how to layout and cut fabric. They will obtain first hand sewing experience with the construction of pillows, locker caddies and cosmetic bags. Watch out “Project Runway” we could have potential contenders for your show!

8th grade FACS classes will learn good nutrition choices and students will have an opportunity to personalize their own nutrition plan. Young people are the "key ingredient" in changing the way families eat. It is RBSS FACS commitment to teach students how to make “smart food “choices and we have developed recipes which encourage children to participate and celebrate the gratification of cooking. Students will also learn techniques for food preparation.  Scones, Deviled Eggs, Cheeseburger Dip, and Mini Pizza are just a few of the items students will cook – and then eat. This gives you a taste of the recipes the 8th grade students will be preparing and they will be available on the FACS 8 blackboard site.

It has been a busy fall for the ECC and Head Start classes. The students have gone to Cox Farms and Trick or Treating around Robinson as part of their study of seasonal changes. More recently the students have been learning about family, celebrations, and culture. The Early Childhood Careers students hosted the Annual Thanksgiving Feast for approximately 90 family and friends. In preparation for this event; the students worked with the Head Start students to study their family’s native country.  To achieve this objective the students prepared an informative poster with the preschooler displaying key facts about their homeland.  At the feast the students shared traditional family dishes.  The feast was a wonderful way to kick off the holidays!

Our High School Gourmet Foods classes have been busy learning about foods for the holidays.  We have prepared recipes which included a chicken-stuffing-corn casserole that was served with cranberry sauce.  This recipe is especially popular because of all the tastes of Thanksgiving and can be adapted to use up leftovers. Another comfort recipe was mashed potatoes with gravy.  Also students baked pumpkin bread which was served with a cream cheese-maple frosting.  Other recipes that were popular with the students were creamy potato soup and cheesy biscuits. Besides the love of eating, and history of food items, the students are learning to read and follow recipes, and learn new cooking and baking techniques. Bon appetite!

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING IDEA/GREAT STOCKING STUFFER FOR THE SENIOR CLASS

Purchase your son/daughter's ticket now for their All Night Grad Party on June 17, 2010. Tickets are $80. See ticket order form below. In addition, raffle tickets for a chance to win GMU Front Row Seating at the graduation ceremony may also be purchased. Each GMU raffle ticket is $10. Look for an insert in your student's December interim grades mailing.
SENIOR CLASS of 2010 ALL NIGHT GRADUATION PARTY June 17, 2010 Ticket Order Form

All Night Grad Party (ANGP 2010) is in the works, Seniors! Every year a special party is held for the graduating class. The event is great fun and a celebration of your Robinson years. Food, games, casino, DJ and dancing, prizes, tattoo artists, will be featured and MUCH MORE! The event is the night of graduation and will run from 11 PM until 4 AM. YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!!! Tickets will be on sale during the year. Right now the price per ticket is $80 but this will increase. So fill out the form and include your check made out to Robinson ANGP 2010 and mail it in right now! Questions? Email patsydupre@aol.com or pskckbrown@cox.net
Print Student Name _____________________________________________________

Order now and pay only $80




$______________________

Additional donation (i.e. may help pay for ticket

$______________________

for another student) ANGP is a 501(c) (3) 

TOTAL AMOUNT enclosed




$______________________

All Night Graduation Party 2010

I understand that participation in this activity involves public property, and neither the All Night Graduation Party (ANGP) Committee nor its parent volunteers will have any responsibility for the condition or use of this property. I have been made aware of the purpose of this activity and the variety of events, to possibly include swimming, to which my student may participate. I agree that, to the best of my knowledge, my child is physically able to safely participate in the ANGP activities. I understand that I can contact the ANGP to have all my questions concerning this activity answered.

Please print neatly!

Student Signature _______________________________________________________

Student Cell ____________________________________________________________

Print Parent/Guardian Name _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________________________________

Parent/GuardianAddress_________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian EMAIL Address _________________________________________

I am interested in volunteering.  YES  
NO

Home Phone __________________________Parent Cell________________________

Make $80 Check out to Robinson ANGP

Mail to 

ANGP 2010

P.O. Box 424 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039

An actual ticket will NOT be issued right away. A list of students that have paid will be maintained and can be found on our website, www.angp2010.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------***GMU Front Row Seat Raffle***

Try for your chance to be one of the 4 winners. Each winner will receive 8 RESERVED front row seats at George Mason University the night of graduation. One Raffle Ticket costs $ 10. 

Name:_________________________________________________# of Tickets____________
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CREATIVE LEADERS CONFERENCE


Entrepreneurship, Creativity, & Innovation


FRIDAY, JANUARY 8





Entrepreneurs and professionals from various creative, artistic and international career fields


will be featured at the Academy’s second annual day-long


Creative Leaders Conference for Fairfax Academy students.


This year, they will be joined by a number of Fairfax Academy alumni as well.  The day will include workshops, panel discussions, keynote speakers and hands-on experiential activities.





This event is part of the Academy’s Creative Leaders Project in partnership with


Apple FCU Education Foundation.
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